ANCIRNT HARRAN AND THY RUCTNT WEOAVATIONS
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i¥Ear “ha final destruction of Yinivsh by the Yades and Babylocians in
212 ®.4,, the Assyrian eourt and such of the garrison as managed %o ssoaps,
withir=y to Havran on the nortiwesd frooatler; and thers, for the last tima,
an Aonywisn Ring wes crowned, and rulsd for a few precarious months, before
he tco was dsPfestad and slaln, The cliy of Herran, vhich was thus briesfly
rromoted to the stetus of gapitsl, hed alrsedy for many cenfuries oooupled
s position of peculiar distinction in the Assyrisn world, Az one of ths tws
prinoipal ahrines of 2in, the Mesopotamian Moon-God, 1% h=d long rankad 28
the sesond city in the lond, and was fthe 322t of the Turtan or Jommandar-in-

-

chlsf, the next moot imporiant offiglisl after the king,

For the student of history, iwo other aspeats of Hsrran Inves® 1% with
espseial interast, First, it is repeatedly sentionasd in the Old Teslmmant,
two eplscdna in the lives of the Hebrew Pairisrchs havinmg Saken pilsce 8% the
fumous well, whieh is still to be ssen ocutside the walls of the elty, Ffecordly,
in ¢isssical %imenm, 1% becames the howme of & pagan psople, with religious
belisfs more ancisnt than sny then ssisting, These wers the Sabisms, who,
gz inte ss Madiseval times were 10 be found at Marpan siill psrpstuating scme
aspacts of the Vesopotamian moon-worehip, insluding the age«0ld cull of Sin.
Havinz meined the regpsal of the ficean "mperore, they lavsely escapsd perse~
cution at the hands of the Caliphs., Indead; througnout the Arad period, ih=ir
shrinos, festivals and peneral behaviour proved an unfeiling source of
curinsity for travelling writers, whose accounts of them lorm an important
1ink in the study of MNesopotamian culburs., '

fhe vast ruln-field, wailech todsy marks she site of auslent Harras, etands
on the aotural frounilisr balween the Syriaa Deserd aad sis ouber fooilhills of
the Anatoiisn meuniains, Iis remole situatlion glives no olus 0 14s geveraphl-
el sigaiiicance in the ancisnt worldj yet heve was the intsrssctiion of Wwe
great bistorie highways, one leading westwards from Mianiven %0 Asiloch and the
#83; the other coaing frow the Hitiile homsland in the north and following Whe
Tuphrates to dabylen, The ¢ity's funciion ae a great irading-cenire in fsotb
only tsrminated wiih the foundation of Tdessa (Urfa) in Hallsuisilc times, and
the sppropriation by ihis answ nelghbour of its priscipal water-supply. 7Today,
the railway marking the froniier between Turkey aund Syria, passes within a few
miles of Harran, wilech sccounis for tie fagt that 138 ruins have long stovd In
a protectad :mu‘; tary area, inaceessible to forsign travellers and arcnseslogists.
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L0 remedy this stabe of alfaire has bDeen cue of the [irst considersticns
ef ths recently Tounded HBritish Institute of Archaeclogy ol Ankera, In the
susmer of 1850, this body, whose purpose ls to promote archssologlicel vresesrch
by British snd Dominion students and scholars, commissionsd the writer to
earry out 2 somprehensive survey of Haryan and i1is enviromwment, This was made
vogeible by the courtesy of the Turkish Ministry of Defanse and the assistance
of tha Daperiment of Antigquities, 7The resulte are published this month in
the Tirst number of the Institute's own jouwrnnl, “Anatollian Studies®,

ihe new site-plan shows the ¢ity in the form of a great ovel platiors,
neariy a mile wide, rising % a height of some fen watres above the surrounding
plain, Iin Tacl, by tos mhiriesnth century, when Whe place was fipally aban-
donec Dy Lis ishabitanis, the level 0i acousulated ocoupational debrls seems
L0 have risen uniil 40 had resched the fops of the defensive wallisj so that
acuses oun Ihe periphery, ensroscning on the babilemenise, had apen balesonies
commanding a wide view of the surrocundiog countryside, In the csnlre are the
Fulns of an enormous Priday Hosque, and elasewhers one seess the remaing of a8
fine basillioan church and a glganiie castle, %his lalter bullding, which must
rauk as one of the mosld remarkebls Toriressses of Arsd times, conlalned move
thas 2 hundred and Ti7%y vaulted chanbers, and could have zgcomcdatef a cone=
plate srmy. The cliy-wells ars 2till ptanding: and the prineipal gates ave
#till recognisable owing %o the survival of thele traditional nsres - (&he
Yaleppo Gate®, the “Hosul Gate® and one on the deserl side, picturesquely callsd
she "Birege Gate"),

Ons purnoss of th= suresy wag to sseak avidancs on the elle a8 Lo the
wheraabouts of the fanousg [ocon=Tsuples of iarran, %o whicsh sush Trequant fefor-
gnse 18 meds In the annals of Asgyrian history, This bDullding, whose tase,
Mamml-hul' and some detalls of whose appearacce ars kacwn from the texis, was
regiorsd by susvessive Asayrian kinga, and not Pinelly dsstroyed uniil sl B.4.
whan Harran 1iself was sacked by ihe jdedes, Tven then 1tis history wes by =0
maans a4t an end, for fifty years later the Zabylonian Ring, Sshounidus was
vislited in 2 draazs by the dod, Yarduk, who instructed hiz %o rsbulld 1% and
thiz he 4id on & magniflsent soals,

One infarencs mads by saholers from the svidence asvailable regsrding
wahulehul, 13 that the tawple may have 2een situsted outside the aren of the
gotual ¢lty., Thls 18 to some axtent gonfivemed by the ZXrown axistensa in Glas-
silsel times, of sn lmportant moon-shrine somawhers on the 034 Harran-"visgsa
roud, Toversl rounds wars Touand to apesvwsy to this dsgseription, bhat Pl»qu“
ne satisfastory solution of tha wroblum'*ould Be arrived at without rqaartlng
te sctusl exgavation, A small axpedition was sccexdingly plarmned by the Insii-
tuts, %o take place In iths spring of thia yesr, in collsboration with ihe
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Turkish Antiquities Department., After a prellminery sounding at a site called
Yarimea, where lhe Assyrian remains proved 20 be of disappointing proporilons,
and deeply buried beneath Sablan debris, the attentlon of the expedition was
directed Lowserds & very high mound csiled Sultantepe, ten miles frem Urfa, 4And
there durlng a l'ew shorti wesks of sxocvailing, it would peem that 1t hae zow
cotme nsar to realising the naln objscet of 1% search,

The First soundines in “ultaniepe soon logated u very larses building of
the late Ageyrisn pericd, occupying the greabsr part of the suralit of the soups,
£t 2 haight of over forty-twe metrss =bave the plain, snd having the charssier
either of m fezple or & palsce, Ylzevwhere at thes sumeit, the snilrsnce to the
eltale]l wes msrked by three gigantic eclumn-bases of basalt, seasuring nesrly
twe matree scuare, ndw displaced or overturemed by the erosion of the ground
beneath tiex. Insplte of the socumulsation of Hellenistlo and Homsn remains
#bove, the conformation of the mournd made it pessible to elesr Lalfea-dozen
ehautars 0f the building, separsted by walls two meires thick, saé in sone gagses
paved vith baked bricks, 'he great quanilty of potlery vesssls sl other small
objects thus obialued, made it sasy %o stlribute an spproximais date to the
bullding, arnd the marly diecovery in one chamber of & hendful of cunelfors
tablete confirzed the ilmpression that it was Assyrian, Fimaily, with only ten
fays of ihs zeascn ic go, & thamber, sppsrently cutside the arsa of the asctual
buliding, proved sgelin to ccnteln tableis, but this lime 1n very larges nuzbers
indeed, A half-circle of large winae«jars sessed to have been arranged asgainst
the wall, esnd the aspece thug enclossd was stacksd with isbleis, sculptured
vestels and other objects, o 2 helght of aver ssventy eentimeaires, Oaly &
very small seciion of the hosrd could be cleared in the time remaining, on aic-
gount of the difficulty of handling cley tahlets in an unbeked state, But even
80 the major parts of mors than a lundred and Fifty documents wers axbtrastad,
fhe hoaerd was then seulsd and the archiva, vwhose extent ies still unknown, will
remain to be finally clesred at some Future date,

Back in Ankara, aboutl sixty tedlets have now been sxsminsd by sXparis, ﬂh&y
prove to be a library of standard texts, simllar to thoscasccumalsted by the
later ssayrien kings at Niniveh., Whils the majority of ths works srs of &
religious or mythelopgical charsetar, includins hywmus, vrevers, insaniations,
ete., thers sre nlec a mawber of vosabulariss and lists. Just aoss o Iisht
are portions of the Jreation lesgend of Tiamat; But even more imporiant is an
sxtract from the “ple of Gilgamssh, aguivslent %o ths Tirat two columns 5f the
elghth tablat of the Finlveh saries, and containing the lamentsiion of Gilgesnemh
for his dead friend “nkidu, 1% is sxpsctad that this tablet will meke poasibla
the restoration of the greater part of ths fired aolumn, whish has bean rajre=~
sented so far only by disgonmested frasmenta,
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from thes seribal notes, or coloshons, present on many of the ftablete, and
usually giving the %itle of the document, the soribe’s nase ard the date, 3%
may bacoms possibles to sxplain wheh and why this library csme %0 be assesbled
at fultantepe and Yo identify the site, One asponym has already provided a
date, 074 BH.0,, but this appears on &8 business document, Toundi in another part
of the site. There wre indications that the liwrary may be of sopevhat lanter
date than this, 7Thus the sScene of thase dlacoveriss, Sulitanteps, notwithstand-
ing iis distance {(about fiftsen miles) from Hedlasval llarran, may weall mapk
the site of one of the temples of the Harrenian moonesult. In any cass, thie
Pirat glimpss of a portion only of the Tirst Irults gathsrad by this sxpedition
is a happy sugury for further inglo-Turkish eollaboration,
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