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on the Iustitute's Txcavations in the Harran Area,
in Gollsboraiion with the Turkish Antliquities Department
April/June 1001

-

The Txpedition was.in charge of the Director and Hay Nuri Gokge, Director
of the Hitiite MNuseum in Ankavs, The Dirscior was assistad during the whole
sesgon by Mr. and Mrs, Michasl Coughj; Tor the greater part of the time by the
Instituts Scholsr for 1950/'51, ¥r, Basil Hennessy; and for shorier perlods
bensfited from the advice of Dr, D, Storm Riee and Mr. Donald Wiseman, 3Hay
¥url GSkoe, during the first half of the season only, had the agpigtencs of
Bay Baki Ofln of Ankara University.

The Director snd the Coughs lef% Ankara by traln on the evening of Vonday
18tk April, and afiter collecting equipment at Adsna, arrived in tirfa on 80th
April., The Txpadition van, which had lefi Ankara on 15%th April, in charge of
Bakl Bey, with a driver and iwo servants, resched Urfa the same day, Afisp
gome delay due to heavy rain, Yarimcs was resched on 83pd April, and work begen
the following day, Bey lturi OB8kes, who had been lelayed in Ankare, Joined the
party on Srd Msay.

il}z . gz % E ; -

Two large tents were in use, one belonging Lo the Instliute and She octher to
np. Waschier. The smaller Institute tent was used by the Director and Tour
szall, military type tents were loaned by the Sayindir Depariment {Office of
Public Yorke) in Urfa, Gome purchases were made in Aokara o suppiementi Uhe
camp outfit provided for ihe Harran esxpeditlon in the previous yesr, and the
Institute ig now in possession of a full complimeni of such sguipment. An
unsuccessful atiempt was made to obtaln equipwent sueh as ploke and showels
from the Agana material left %o the lepartment by Sir Leonard Woolley, sud
these had eventually to be bought in Urfa. Their price was nol ineiuded in
the combined exeavaiing sccount, sc that fhey will remaln Lhe property ol the
Institute for Puturs use. The removal of earth was greatly faclilitated by die
loan of ten metal wheelbarrows from the Sayindir Depariusul.

Aftor the move to Sultanteps, two rooms in the logal Prismary Schoul wWers
put at our disposal by the HIILL “gitim {(zationsl Tducation) autnoritiss, aml
these yproved an invaluablie assei in the heal and high wiads of the last veeks,
Local staff:~
A reliable canpeservant/puardian, cock and driver wers brought from lnkara
and a dig-“oreman with previous experlience st “arateps, was snllisted at Adana,



Labours - ! .

From the bezinning the expedition was faced with the saricus difficulty of hav-
ing ne skilled workmen. After an unsuccessful experiment with thres plckenen
from Agena, it proved necessary Lo do some training on ithe spo%, but this was
hampered by the move to B new site and the continual replacement of men for
other reasons, At Yarinmca, local Arsbs wers Firsi enlisted, but it was then
discovered that nusbers of "iBgmen®, Turke repairiasted Irom Bulgaris, were
svailable, and these proved immensely more intelligent and hard-working. A
nueleus of them remsained the whole season, In Sultantepe, some local Xurds
were enllsted, bul almost immedisately withdrawn on account of the beginning of
the harvest. Ii then proved necessary o recrult labour in Urfa, and tc arrang
for thelir accomodation and Tood, Until then, the dally wage agresd mwpon with
the loesl authorities nhad bean 1 2,50 per day, not including tax. L% now rose
to L 3. The numher of men amploysd varied from a minimum of 30 %o & maximum of
80, according vo the ilabour svallable,

Clinafez=

It would still be difficult %o suggest an alfernaiive season % April/June,
though the work was repeatedly held up by rian in the Firet fortnishi and freo=
guently interrupted by high winds and dust in the last. Septenbsp/ovenbar
which is ai present & favorite season for exeavations on e Plateaun, has gsp-
tain dissdvantages for Turkish Colleagues,

Irangporit -

The sxpedition was supplied from Urfa throughout the season Ly the ¥orris "0%
van crigineily belonging o the Agana expedition, The cer proved guite inade-
quate for ihe amount of heavy work involved. The high expense of repairs and
the imposeibility of obtaining new tyres of the correct size on Lhe Turkish
market, caused contiasual anxieiy, and eventually curtalled the prograume of
srchasologicsl rescopneissance, It Sesms almost essential thait & more sul table
vehicle should be provided for the Institute, if simlley work is Lo De undar-
taken in 2 coming year,

The Season's Workss

rxoavations at Yarimes lasted from 24th April to 1lth May, Ir, les prrifsd on
a subsidisry excavation at Harren from 8th to 16%th sy, Worx bDegan 2% Gultane-
tepe on 1hth May &nd lasted 111 13th Jume., A mumber of Sunday recommajssances
were made of the survounding disirict. Amorpg meny sites visited in the Jullsb
vallay, ware skl Herran, Tell Ambar and Anae Hiylk, 8t 211 of whigh Assyrian
pemaing have coms Lo light in the past. Two uunrecorded ruined ecizies of the
sre=islamic Arsmala (2) period in the Tekiek mouniains were visited, and Arsmalc
inseriptions wers copled in the rock-cut tombs {(¥irk iagara) behind Urfa,




AT -
fome noteg provided by Dr. Riece on the resulis of his sxeavation at Harran
are here appendsd,

fariucsas=-

At Yarimea work bagan with the conplate clearance of the very finely construct-
ed stone pavemsnt on which the Hin 3tela had been Tound lyving in 1040, Thils
provad Lo ba a paved couriysrd, flanksd on the north aide by a columned gfos
in the Classical manner, Ths baga of one sguars ahafl wae found in gscondary
usa, This building may, it I8 hoped, bte exactly dsatead by two Boman polins,

(not yat cleoaned or axsmined), one of whish was found in 8 craviss of the
pavement 1tself and the other dirsctly beneath it. The sisle pust tharafors
hays been 1in ssgondary use,

Attentlion was then Iurnsd to the large sions bullding, whose walls were
apparent on the surface, & 1ittls higher up the hill ¢ the north, This
ravealsd a garieg of falrly larges rocms, surrounding g courtyard itweniy metres
squars, ir the gaultre of which a stone well was 311l belup useld by the
villagers, Az the plen of the bullding appesred, 11 was possiblis to see thai
exagtly one helf of 1t was completlely loet, Iike all viilages in ihe srea,
Yarimeca has a sort of dew-~pond, marking the spot from which sarth hee bDesn
continuelly quarried for making bricke; and sinee the alge of the guerry had
reached to within a few feet of ihs central w!]cl,‘i}., the piseing hall was in thie
way accounted for. An sxitension of the exesvaiicn tc the norih, ehowed that
the building 4id 1ot extend in thie directlion, bul alsc resulted in the dis-
govery, in & conitemperary cutbuilding, of & very fine dsposit of Islapic pot-
tery vessels, one of which bore & Eufic inscription datesble {o tie ninth
gantury AT,

The Bwo bulldings so Tar discovered, could sceordingly be tzken 1o repre-
sant re-bulldings by the fabians in Clessieal and Islamic itimes respeciiveliy
of a much older moon-shrine., But atisppis to loacts such & bullding at a
deeper level were frusirated by seversl circumsiances. In ithe Tirsei place in
sarly Islaesic times the ares had been used Tor the construction of underground
granaries, and tha ontire gile proved %0 bDe hooey-combad with desp ecirculsr
pite, Tull of ashes and broken potlery, ¥hen eveniually, ail & depih of three

etrsa beneath the purfuce, walls of sun-driesd brick were sncouniered, of the
type assocliated with Assyrian publiec buildings, they appsared o bhe mers un-
plasiered fToundations, énd %o have 1itiles pollery and no cobjacis assoclated
with them,

The prospest of contimiing %o fraece thess walls, bensath a grest mass of
Islamic debrin, increasing in depth Lo the north and east, was nol sn en-
couraging one, particularly &n visw of the Lotal abgence of ¢bjscts o cunfira
their dete and characisr, AL a8 confsrence on 5%h Hay it was sceordingly decifed




that the resulte to be expected of the site would not Justify ths esxpenditure
of the comblined sum 2% our disposal, and that an alternative gite should be
congldered. fIwo days later the Council was informed of this decision by cable,
and Sultantepe was naued as the site chosen. 7The camp and & party of workmen
were trauaferred to Sultantepe on l4th May and work began there the following
mworning,

Sultente
This site was Tirst visited during a recsonnaissance on 84h Yay. A featurs of
great intersst was the anormous size of the thrae basalt colunn-bsses, pro-
Jecting from the ground at what appsared to bs the approsch £o the ancisnt
eltadel, end the fragmenis of Asayrian potiary visible on the surfage at
spproximately the same level, Oylinderessals and other smsell objsats brought
in by villagers, confirmed the impression that the Assyrian Tmpirs was hare
represeanted by an important settlement, and brought $o mind the fact that frag-
wenis of cunaifors tablets, pesrporiing to coms from this sile, had already
reached the Ankara NMuseum. Atftention was meanwhile drawn to the remains of a
“oman mosalc lying just bsnssth the surfacge, on the outskiris of what must have
been an éxtensive Roman sattlenent at the oot of &he main mourd. A narit of
thiz mosalc pavemeni was cleared by ¥r. Gough the following day, and the fine
gquality of 1ts colour and workmanship aroused great interest,

When work began st Sultanteps, it wae sgreed that Mr, and Mra, Gough should take
chsrge of & small geparaie excavation in the Roman bullding contalning the
mosale, using sbout ten men. When the interssting character of the buil@ing'
becane evident, it was proposed by Hr. Gough, that he should contribube %o-
WE@ds the cost of ihis eXecavation, Fifty pounds Sterling from the sum allotted
fto him by the Couneil for an approved plece of research (see paragraph lo 387
in the minutes of the Uouncil Meeting held on ¥riday, March 2nd, 1981). &8 no
cbjection was ralised by the Officers, this was agreed to, 8nd & lerger nusber
of men smployed. The buliding, which proved 10 bs the remaine of a miniatore
Homen bathy, was completely excavated during the sesson, MNr. Gough's prelisninary

e

note on the resulits is as follows:

ne sasll homen bath to the south of Sultan Tepe can probably be assigned,
in its present state, 10 the late 3rd or early 4th century 4.0, Iwo examples
of Constantine's "Glorie “xercitus" issue were found on the pavement itsell,
together with a small bronse plece of the Byszantine "mperor larcisnus (450-48%7),
The lsttering of the inscription and the abbreviation sign also point to &
relstivaly late date,

About a haifl of the mosalc floor of the main hall wae still in & good
state of preservation and of the inscription at the north end of this only the
first three or four lalers of =ach line were lost. Thie inscription records
that the bath wes intended for "men snd ithe beauties of Aphrodite® and that 1%
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"refound 1ts youth" (was restored) by the energy of somecns whose name hag now
unfortunately been lost,

As mothling remained above ground el and the western and southern sides
had bean axtensively robbed it was possible Lo gel satisfactory results at
the north and efst gides only. The furnsce room toc the norih supplisd heat
for three small hot plunges, the tepideris belng to iths west of thess, The
floore of these fapidaris were sgalin decorsted with mosalc of & patiern diffe-
rent from that of ihe main hall, Although these mosaices were almost couple-
tely destroyed, but the hypooaust system lergesly resained, itogsther with sope
of the pipss which carried the water away, On the sast side wers a larpgs and
g small plurgs, probably cold. The larger of the two had 2 plain white itesse-
lated floor, the smaller 2 siample coating of cement. On Bhis side alsc wers
other rooms whoge qyﬁpnsg ig not yat ¢lear. They had been badly dansged and
later recccupied in tne Arab period.s It is possible thatl they wers changing
rooms, OSoulh of the tepldaria, the only cerialn Teature was a lsrge room wiih
a white tesaslaisd vavesmsnt,

The Fain Voundie

The turfed suxmit of Sultantepe reaches 2 haight of nearly fifty mefrss shove
e surrounding cultivated plasin, and the mound must therefore be considerad
cne of the highest accusmulaiions of cccupaitional debris in the north Nesopo-
tagian area. It was thus impreseive to find remalins of the late Assyrisn period
only seven meaires beneath the swmit., A long occupation in Roman iimes account-
ed Tor the grsater part of the later remsins,

Work was atarted in the vicinity of the gltadel gateway, (areas A4 and )
where a desp regesg 1In the alde of the mound med s good deal of preliminsry
clearing necessary in order to avoid dumping over the l1ine of column bases,
Since 1t was necesssry 0 employ unskilled men for this work, & step~irsnch (B)
was slmultansously siarted ou the northern sids of the hollow, snd an extremsly
careful stratigrephical check made, from near the susmit down to the Assyrisn
level, which proved to colneide with the column-bases, This work was under-
taken Ly Mr. Henuessy and occuplied him completely until 4th Juns, The resulis
sncwed the delfelopment of the post-issyrian getilement from modest beginning
at a time wieu Hellenlsitlc coinage was 8till in use, fo 8 pericd of maximum
prosperily, perhaps in the second century 4.D., wihere 11 was charecterised by
the use o' much fine ferra sisllista, some pileces bearing datsabls pottsr's
marks, For the rest, the excavation of the gateway ended in somethine of a dis-
appolutment, sinee very ilttle of the original architsctural setiing could be
recoverasd, Only a faw tell-tale fragments of standing brickwork could be traced
among the ublquliicus Roman grain-pits, and thesge agalin were zmuch denuded by the
continual dralnsge of rainwater Trom the summit of the mound. The linea of the
gatevway suggested in the plan, are asccordingly based on 2z mipisun of evidence,



ihe Palage/Tamples-

“hlle this work was 1in progress, the appsarance of some largs haied bricks proe-
Jeciing Trom the side of the mound on the northwest side, 1ad %o the discovery
of the bullding whose investigation bacames the maln preocgcupstion of ihe work
for the resit of the ssason (0}, aing goverad in mosd places by some maires

of later debris, 1t proved accessible only whars exposed by the conformation
68 the mound. ¥ven 80, 1% proved possible partly to aolsar a succession of
schamhers and, eventually to obtain a surprisingly clear idea of its plan and
character. The chambers, some of which were paved wlth Daked brick of the
normal Assyrian sigs, and in two cases soverad with bitumen, wers separated

' by walls of sun-dried bricks two metres thick, and the wall-lsess painted
white over the mud-plaster, Several rooms contalned largs daposits of Assyprian
potiary vessels, stons bowls aad othar objecls, whome identification was gone
firmed by the discovery in one chamber (G2} on 34th Yay of four small cuneiform
tablais, which appearad %o belong to a secondary occupstion at a times whon

the Building was already partially in ruins,

By this time, thaﬂ&téral investigation of thes plan had been carrisd s stage
furthsr by cutting a trench (=) scrose the northernmost extremity of thse sumis,
and the eastern limits of the bullding had been ascariained, When the sfape
trench {B) in the gate srea cams to 35 and on Sth Hay, it was decided to supple-
#ent 1t by a2 sounding in ths pre-issyrian levels; and 2 locatlion could aceor=
dingly be chosen for this new trench just beyond the east wall of the bullding
iF). It was during the first day's werk on this project that a very largze
deposit of aunﬁiﬁurm tablets ware spoountarsd lust beneath the surfaca,

The walls ol the room in whish the tablets lay proved to run st an angle
of npesrly Torty-Tive degrees fo those of the main bullding, and o take mors
fearly the line of the easiernm side of the mound, ®hile the tablets wers
beling sxlracied, part of an edjoining room was ¢lsared, and appeared to have
many of the characteristics of the ghambars in ths msin bullding itself, though
the pavement lavel was some 1,50 metres lower, It was not, therafore surpris-
ing to find later that ths tableis were conclusively asaceliated in time with
those found in the main bullding by objiects lying asmongst them,

A8 clearance procedsd, ths shape of the deposit becaze gradually more
elear. A ssmicirele of largs wine-lars hzd bsen srrangsd a2l the foot of the
vail, and the apasa thus »~nglosed was Tilled with tablets and other objsois,
apparsntly thehwn down or ocarslesaly piled whanwiZxXyk® upon sachother, %o a
depth of abdut 70 contimaires,. Ohly s ssction of the pille sbout 1,50 matres
squars could be cleared in the remajining days of tha sszgon, and this only to &
gepth of 30 sentimetres, It is not yet possible %5 %ell whether ths 1lins of
wing=jarg may be feken as snclosing a corner of ithe room, or as Forming a
mpdate geniciroele sgained an open walli bhut in #ilBher osase tha sxiant of ihe
depoait could hardly be lesa thsn Tive or 3ix times the volums of the sSpage




slready clesred, On 13%th Juns clearance was suspended and the area sealed
with mud-plaster, A reliable guardian has since baen appointed for the slie,
and his salary will be shared batween the Institute and the Antiquiilies Depart-
meni,

The tabisis themselves wepre all unbaked snd in an exiveusly frail condi-
tion, beinz themselves someiimes less hard ithan the ground in which they lay.
the extractlion was underisken by Mp., Hemnessy and Mre. Seton Lloyd, who evolved
2 itschniogue which now sopears o heve proved enilrsly satisTaciory. They were
axtracted gepsrately. Faraffin wax was used gparingly; flret, in the ground,
to assure thae sgdherence of smail loose fragmsnts, and alterwards in caup, %0
unite and strengthen the separsits parts of each., ¥Wherever possible the in-
goribed Taoe wae laff plean and the wax fed into the GQ@Q eracks or applisd
aleng the edges, (Only in very rare c¢ages where tableis wera oo fragueutery
to move, was wax applisd in large quantities, As & result of this treatuoensd,
it will be possible for an epigravhist o make 2 falrly detelled preliminsvy
reading bafors baking, and, as the elsgtric kiln ordered by the Antiguliies
Departssnt soze time ago, gseeme not yet to have bean deliversd, this will be
2 gonsiderabls advantege,

AT ter treatusnt; the tablets wers wrapped seperately in tissue-paver, =ad
packed balwsen laysrs of cotton in elght pefrel tins. They aceospaniad ths
Director when he returnsd to Ankera by ailr on 16%h June and wers deliverad %o
the Hittite Museum two dsys latser, Those eo far unpacked show no sizgns of
having suffsred from the Journey,




Dr, D,%, 8ice's Hote on Tinds in
thae mast Cate st MHarran,

o Al e

It all starded with & piece of 2 fine Kufic inscription found by a local
Areb, and it was for the rescinder 01 that inscripiion that I originelily
starisd %o dig. VYork wea elow and difficult, Big, heavy stones had to be
removed without special tackles and a defensive wall bullt only 5 metres from
the gateway made it difficuli tc dispose of ihe rubble. In five days, however,
and by working double shifts, half the gaiteway was oleared down 30 the threshold
and what remaius of the horse-gshoe srch and the two reliefs waes completely
elsared. The inscription in 13 fragments of varying sisze adds up to some 18
metese and gives the name of an Ymir of the house of lunalr who ruled Huyrran
in 451 aM (1059).

I should like 0 stress some 0f the more significant fasiuresie
i. The inscripiion, %e have very few inseriptions of the pericd. It has been
 suspeciad for some %ime that flowsarad Kufie, which is characteristic of some

vgyptian inseripiions and of which semples are aloo found in Syris, had come
from further sast. This ie now proved. Upper Hesopotamis was 2 link in the
chain and a vital one. :

very littd@ is known of the Humsirids exoept from historical records, jhis,
te my knowledge 1s the Tirsi inseription., It gives intersating deteils
about thelr genealogy snd titles which ers not supplied by any other sourcs,
it is significant that this small dynastiy, swaying as 1% wes Letwasn the
Bysantines, the Fatimids of Wgypt who had just startsd o subversive movement
in Iraq, and the abbasids - could afferd such & splendid pisce of srchitec-

tura, W,

2. jhg sculpfurss. N7wo palrs of hunting doge with collars and cheins, are the

aarlinat. Islmic sculptures in stone, The artist has shown a wvery m&ht}.i&

understonding of the difficult material of basalt and the offect is striking.

Thers are a few pisces of sculpture st the palace of shatta bui they are

not very well dated yet. The next are the sculpiuras on the walls of Amida
but these are a century later. I do not count siusco of which fhers is e

_ graat deal in Omayysd paleces,

e Jhe pottery, Poltery finde prove that, towsrds the end of the XIItlsor in
the eariy XIIIth century, the two fowars Planking the gate wers sncused
complebaly LInsiliis walle whigh are reapcnaible for the preservation of this
unlique sanument, The potisry dates the wall whigh is standing sveryvwhere
W a considerabls helight. >
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