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Excavavions in the Harran Reglon

i "

The title of the paper which I am about to read, was selected in the
early spring of this year, before our excavating season began; and the fact
that 1t no longer adeguately covers the subject on which I am going to
speak, must be attributed to one of those twists of fortune which are by
no means uncomiron in archaeclogical research.

It was in the spring of 1949 that I took over the directorship of our
inkara Institute., And, during the months which followed, there was much
discusgsion in connection with the cholce of a suitable gite for cur fubure
excavations. Ir the sugmer of that vear, & start was in fact made with a
tentative sounding in 2 central inatolian mound, called Polatll Hiyik, and
resultet in & most satlsfactory re-analysis of the couplete Bronze-ige
stratigraphy of that reglon, This sounding was made in coliaboration with
the Turkish Antiquities Department, represented by Bey Nurl Gékge, Director
of the Hittite Museum In Ankara; an arrvangement which proved so agreeable
and satisfactory that it has sinee been adopted for werk on & much larger
scale. In the spring of last year, partly as & result of a peculiar pre-
dilection on my own part, ocur attention was directed toﬁards the southern
frontier provinces belween the Tigris and Buphrates, which, for politieal
and military reasonms, have been so comparatively little studied in the past
and in particular %o the rulns of aneient Harran. '

It was of course clear %o us at the time, that this gigantie ruinfield
with its castle, mosgue and medlaeval walls enclosing an area over a mile
wide, would itself, as & target for an excavating project, be far beyond
the means at our disposal. Yet 1f was felt that a re-investigation of the
city's topography and that of the surroundirg area, might bying to light
some detatched sité, whose problems were morye within our scope., #ith this
purpose in view, I undertcck a new survey of the region in July and August
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of 1950, I was assisted by Mr, William Brice of Manchegter University,
who re-planned the whole of the ruins in the greatest detall, and has

since collaborated in the preparation of a report, published this month
in the first issue of the Institutel's new journal, ";naﬁoiian Studies™,

It is unnecessary bhere to emphasise the importance of Harran in
Assyrian times as one of the two great centres of the old Babylonlan moon-
cult, or to remind you of its great temple of 5in, E-Hul-Hul, which is
referred to so frequently throughout the amnals of Aséyrian literature.
According to most authoritlies; it was destroyed when Harvan finally fell
into the hands of the Umman-¥anda in 810 B.C., and its rebullding 54 years
later is described in the "Dream of Nabonidus"., One's first impulse, in
examining the site of Harram, is to look for some indication of where this
temple might bave stood., But one soon realises that here, in conbtrast to

vears of subsequent cceupation
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most other kKesopotamlan sites, twoe thoussand
have buried the remains of the Assyrian eity beneath so many metres of
debris, that any such speculuation would be mere guess-work. HNevertheless,
at Harran there is a second unique circumstance, In that, throughout
those twenty odd centuries the city continued, was inbabited by a pesople
who in Arab tilmeg came tu-be called Sablans, and that these poople, in
the face of every discouragement, continued to perpetuate the mere im-
portant elemcnts of the old Assyrian religion well into the Middle iAge.

It was therefore to Chwolsohns great book on the Sabians that one
naturally turned for guidance in considering the topography of the eity
and the possible location of its holy plueces, In this corneetion, The
evidence from literary sources of all periods have been re-examined in

our report and some new conclusions drawn from our cwn observations,

These conclusions may be very briefly summarised, Among litervary
references to bulldings within the area of the eity itself, the only ciue
to the location of the principal moon-shrine in Sabian times, is to be
found in Dimeshkits mention of such a bullding being destroved by the
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Patdmites in A.D. 10328. Dimeshki most positively identifies this build-
ing with the citadel or castie of his time; and in fact; in examining the
ruins of this bullding, as they exist today, we were forced to the con-
clusion thei 1t must have been built around the remains of ¢ much earlier
structure, We were accordingly much irclined to identify this as the
remains of the Sabian shrine and a possible site for E-Hul-Hul.

an alterpative theory which has occasionally been put forward in
connection with the Assyrian moor-temple, ig ihat it was located ocutside

the actual walls of the eity. Indeed in Sablan times, Chwolsohn postu-
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of two shrines in its lmmedlate neighbourhocd, one
dadicated to Sin aﬁu ancther to the woon-goddess , Selene or Nikal, the
spouse of gin. The former of these we vere able to ddentify fairl& pPOSi~
tively by the survival of 1ts anclent name, Der Kadi, with & gite just
south of the Syrian border called Aln-sal-iriéis. The identification of the
latter seemed %o us a good deal less unequivocal. This shrine is asso-
clated with the death of the Emperor Caracallai for it was from here that
he was returning, after sacrifiecing to the Moon Goddess on 6th April,

287 A.D. when his scggassgination tock place. 1t huas even been remerked
that the date corresponds to that of the Goddesst Spring Festival, A clue
to the location of this shrine is glven by Spartian, who says that it was
some distance from Harran on the road to Edessa., It was this fact whieh
drew our attention to the site called Agapl Yarimeay for here in 1949,
five mileg from Horren on the Edessa road, peasents had discovered an
Assyrian stela bearing the cmblem of the god Sin, and a further investi-
gation had uneovered traces of a large stone building.

Our own first full-scale excavating expedition began inm April of this
year. It was again arrenged in collsboration with Bay Nuri Gdkge and the -
gite chosen for & first sounding was Yarimea, The'ﬁssyrian stela proved
to have been preserved in a bullding of & much later period, It lay upon
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the stone pavement of an open court, flanked on one side by a columned
portico in the classiecal manner, somewhat resembling those of the Parthian
period at Dura Europos. DMeanwhile the remsinder of the building, ftraces
of ‘which had been found a little higher up the hill to the north, was found
to be of an even later period, its fincl reconstructlion being dated by &
Kufic inseription to the Ninth Century A.D. Here then, as had been ex-
pected, was evidently & Ssblan religiocus building, possibly marking the
gite of an original Assyrian moon-shrine.But by the end of a fortnight's
excavating, it had become clesr that its fuller Investigation offered the
most formlidable practical difficulties. Little could be made of the main
building, since the "ritual" hqlf of 1t hagd been completely querried away
by villagers in search of earth to make bricks, while the remainder yield-
ed no objects. Heanwhile, deer soundings beneath 1t had encountered mud-
brick walls of the sort one would associate with an Assyrian building.

But these were mere unplastred foundations, and again no objects or pot-
tery were associated with them to make their identification more certain.
The prospect therefore of continuing to trace them beneath many metres of
later debris was mwore than discoursging; and 1t was eventually decided
that the prospects offered by the site would not justify the expenditure
of the whole sum of money at our dispesal.

Our reconnaissances of the Harran area had now covered all the prin-
eipal sites such as Eski Harran, Tell Ambar, Anas Hiuyik (sncient Dowra)
and fultantepe, where chance finds of Assyrian sculpture or inscriptions
have been made in the past; and it was the last of these that was now
chosen for further excavation. Again situsted on the rvad from Horram to
fdessa, Sultantepe had other attributes to recomuend it. On our first
yisit to the mound, ocur great lnterest had been arcused by the enormous
size of three basalt column-bases, which mere to be seen projecting from
the ground, at what appeared to be the approach to the ancient citadel,
and 1n the fragments of Assyrian potitery visible on the surface at aporo-
ximately the same level. (Cylinder seals and other small objects brought
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by villagers, cénfirmed our lmpression that the Assyrian Empire was here
represented by an important settlement. At the same time, our attentlon
was drawn to the remains of a fine Romam wosaic, lylng just bensath the
surface, on the outskirts of what wust have been an extensive Lomin setile-
ment at the foot of the main mound, ”

The turfed summit of the Sultantere mound regches a height of nearly
fifty metres above the surrounding plain, and must therefore be considered
one of the highest accumulations of occupational debris in the north keso-
potamian area. OUn starting our excavatlonms, it was acuérdingiy all the
more impressive to find that, just as we had suspected, the latest Assyrian
osccupation occurred only seven metres beneath the summit. The existence
of forty-three metres of sarlier occupations would indeed lead one To 1n-
fer that even in prehistorie times, the place must have been & centre of
very considerable importance.

Work was started in the vieinity of the citadel-gateway, where a deep
recess in the side of the mound made a good deal of preliminary clearing
necessary, in order to avold dumping over the line of basslt column-bases,
“hile this was in progress a step-trench was cut from the sunmit down-
wards in order to make a careful check of the post-Assyrian levels, This
showed that the last seven unetres rvepresented a long and continuous occcu-
sation in Hellenistic and Roman times. From a modest beginning, at a time
shen Seleucid colnage was still in usé, the hill-top settlement appeared
to have reached its pericd of maximum prosperity in the second century
A.D., where it was characterised by much fine "Pergamene® ware, some pie-
ces bearing dateable pottert!s stamps. Next, the clearance at the cliadel-
entrance was carried down to the Assyrisn level, where it was found thaf,
inspite of much damage caused by the draipnsge of surface water and the
digging of grain-pits in later times, & monumental gateway could be re-
constructed, apparently sup.orted on wooden columns.

ihile this work was in progress, the appearance of some large baked
bricks projecting from the mound on the northwest side, led to the dis-
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eovery of the building whose iﬁveaﬁigaﬁién becaine ' the main. precccupation
of our work for ﬁh@ ropainder of the sessons Being coversd by some netres
of later debris, 1t proved aa&esﬁihle only where exposed by the erosion
éf the mound., Yet we were able, in the time at our disposal, to clear a
succession of chambers, and eventually to cbtain a surprisinrgly clear idea
of its plan and chavacter. The chambers were mostly paved with kiln-baked
bricks of the nmormzl Assyrisn shape, and in two cases these were eovered
with bitumen. The walls separating the chamrbers had an average thickness
of about two metres snd in most csses wore painted vhite over the mud-
plaster, Several rooms contained large deposits of labe Assyrian potlery
and other objects, und our tentative dating of these was confirmed, when,
for the first time, three small coniraci tablebe appesred amongst them,
one of these has since been dated by an eponyr to the yeor 784 B.C.

By this time, the lateral investigation of the building had been
garried & stige further, by cutting a trench seross the porthornmogt ex-
tremity of the swrwit, and by this mesns, its eastern linits hed been
ascertained. The next sounding was therefore made outside the aectual build-
ing, on the northeast side, snd 1t was during the first dayls work at this

point, that a very large group of cuneiform tablets was encountered just

beneath the surface.

The walls of the room in which the tablets lay, ran at an angle of
forty-five degrees to thoée of the main building, end seemed to take more
the line of the eastern side of the mound. Its floor-level also proved ho
be nearly a meire and a half lower thap that of the éhambers we had hither-
to been excavating, Nevertheless the correspondence in time between the
new cache of tablets-aﬂd those already found in the puilding itself was

conclusively demonstrated by certain distinetive objects found in assoels~

tion with both groups.
- As clearsnce proceeded, the shape of the geposit becare graduslly more
clear. & semicircle of larga_empty wine-jars had been zrranged at the foot
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of the wall, and the space thus enclosed was filled with tablets, sculp-
tured vases and other objects, apparently thrown down, or carelessly pile&
upon eachother to a depﬁh of about seventy centlimetres. Only a section of
the plls could be cleared in the remauining days of our season, partly owing
te the familiar difficulty of extracting and handling such tablets in an uve-
baked state. Yet the greater parts of more than one hundred and fifty
docunents were regovered and are now under stddy in the Hittite Museum at
Ankara. The remainder of the pile, which, teo judge by 1ts shape, should
still contain nany times the number already recovered, has been sealed-in
gnd left until next season. :

The tablets, as I have sald, were all of them unbaked and in sn ex-
ﬁreualg fragile condition, being themselves very often softer ip consis-
tency than the earth in which they were buried., 4 word as to their treat-
ment will not therefore perhaps be out of ?lace. The extraction was under-
taken by Mrs. Seton Lloyd and the Institute Scholar, ¥r. Basil Hennesswv,
whe bebween them evolved & technigue, vhich appears to have proved satis—
factory, Paraffin wax was used sparingly; first in the ground, in ocrder to
assure the adherence of small loose frugwents; and afterwards in camp, to

nite and strengthen the separate parts of eagh, Wherever possible, the in-
seribed face was left clean, and the wax fed into thé cpen c¢racks or
applied along the edges. Only 1n very rare cases,; where tablets were toc
fragmentary to move, was wax applied in large quantities. As & result of
this tréatment} it has been possible for the eplgraphist to make & fairly
detailsd preliminary reading before bakingi and as there has been sone
delay in obtaining the use of a kiln in Ankara, this has proved 4 great

agvantage.
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